
Fox International is a name synonymous with 
carp fishing in the UK. They have launched several 
ranges of sea fishing gear over the years, but this 
new Sportfishing kit is by far the best that
BFM Ed, Dave Barham, has ever seen...

I was lucky enough to stumble upon 
this extensive new range of travel kit during 
my annual visit to the Florida Keys recently. 
As it turns out, my good friend and 
BFM contributor, Jim O’Donnell, is being 
sponsored by Fox – so we had plenty of kit 
to play with while we searched out some 
big tarpon, sharks and bonefish.

The one thing that blew me away was 
the fact that I’d spent 24-hours fishing 
with this Tarpon Trek Spin rod before 
I actually realised that it was a multi-
section travel rod! I’d caught tarpon to 
over 100lb on it, and it was only when 
we were back at the dock supping an 
ice-cold beer that I noticed a raised 
bump on one of the whippings. Closer 
inspection revealed that the bump was 
a little bit of reinforcement and the rod 
was in fact made up of five sections! I 
honestly believed that it was a standard 
two-section blank – that’s how good the 
action and feel of the rod is.

Another stroke of luck during my 
holiday was that the two main men 
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behind Fox International were also 
holidaying just down the road from us. A 
rather enjoyable lunch with Cliff Fox and 
Andy Little revealed the extent of what 
they are trying to achieve, and just how 
much time and money has been spent 
in order to produce one of the most 
comprehensive ranges of sport fishing 
travel gear in the world.

All the rods and reels have been 
designed from scratch, and with tooling 
costs for each reel running into tens of 
thousands, it’s quite clear to me just 
how much dedication and belief in the 
product that Cliff and Andy have. And, 
after using just a small sample of what’s 
available, I can see why. I got to grips with 
the Bonefish, Permit and Tarpon rods 
during my trip. I also had a day chucking 
a fly about with the tarpon fly rod, and 
managed a day on the sharks with the 
Trek Boat and EOS multiplier, all of which 
exceeded my expectations. You can’t 
really get a better test of travel kit than 
when laying into 150lb+ tarpon and big 
sharks, which is what most of this gear is 
designed to handle.

I’ll be reviewing more of the ranges as 
they become available, but for now I’ve 
picked out two items that are perfectly 
matched and will cover a whole host of 
situations, from targeting big sharks and 
conger eels in the UK to monster cod 
and halibut in Norway – as well as tarpon 
anywhere in the world of course!            
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See It In Action!
You can watch this rod being used to boat a 130lb tarpon and a
70lb blue shark on our website: 8www.boat-fishing-monthly.co.uk
Just head to the Videos section.
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Tarpon Trek Spin CARRYING WEIGHTS
ROD ONLY 0.478kg or 1.05lb

ROD IN PROTECTIVE BAG 0.577kg or 1.27lb

ROD AND PROTECTIVE BAG IN CARRY TUBE 1.327kg or 2.92lb

Key Features
Ceramic lined Fox SIC guides

Mono & Braid between 20 & 50lb

EVA foregrip 7 handle 

Fox screw down reel seat

Gimbal and Protective Rubber Butt Cap

5 sections, 21” transportation length

Although described as a tarpon rod, this is a great all rounder that will 
adequately cope with sharks, tuna, sailfish and small marlin abroad, as well as 
sharks, conger, huge cod and halibut closer
to home.

Ideally matched with the Diablo 750s 
spinning reel, the Tarpon Trek Spin makes 
long and accurate casts when sight fishing. 
Its action ensures minimum splashdown 
of the bait, which is so important with wary 
species like tarpon, but has more than 
enough backbone to subdue the biggest 
‘Silver King’.

The Trek Spin will cope equally 
as well with both braided and 
monofilament lines. The Fox SIC 
guides, which you will find 
throughout this rod, are ceramic 
lined to give extra durability 
and eliminate grooving. Fox recommend 
monofilament and braided lines between 20 and 50lb 
breaking strain for this impressive tarpon taming rod.

The rod is extremely well balanced and is completed with an EVA foregrip and 
handle, a top quality Fox screw-up reel seat, gimbal fiting and rubber butt cap.

The Tarpon Trek Spin measures 7ft long and is made from five sections with 
a transport length of just 21 inches – you can fit that in your hand luggage! 
It comes complete with a high quality, zipped hard case travel tube for 
convenience and transit protection. 

         

RRP £174.99

£

Fox Diablo 750s Fixed Spool Reel 

RRP £174.99

I’m really impressed with this range of 
reels, and the 750s is the perfect match 
for the Tarpon Trek Spin rod. It’s pretty 
much bulletproof and real joy to use.

Engineered around the Fox RTS 
gear train, the six plus one high quality 
bearings guarantee a smooth transition 
of power between angler and fish. You 
really get a sense of just how smooth 
the drag is when it’s under extreme 
load and a 150lb tarpon decides that 
it doean’t like the look of the boat! As 
with all of their saltwater range of reels, 
Fox has incorporated their own unique 
drag system (CDT). This features a large 
diameter high modulus carbon washer 
and their specially formulated lubricant 
to ensure an ultra strong drag and a 
very smooth transition.

Considering the Diablo is a budget 
range of reels their features belie 
the price tag. For instance a massive 
line roller guarantees good line 
management together with a sturdy 
bail arm, which will stand up to all the 
abuse this style of reel takes on. Add a 
large cranking handle and an infinite 
one-way system and you are certainly 
getting value for money. All of these 
features help you to cope admirably 
with braided mainlines.

There are currently three models in 
the range. The Diablo 350S has a gear 
ratio of 4.9 to 1 with a maximum drag 
setting of 20lb and weighs only 13.2oz.

The Diablo 550S has a retrieve ratio 

of 4.6 to 1 and weighs 19.2oz and has a 
maximum drag setting of 25lb.

The Diablo 750S, the largest in the 
series, and the one that’s perfectly 
matched to the Tarpon Trek Spin rod, 
has a gear ratio of 4.7 to 1, weighs 30oz 
and has a maximum drag setting of 30lb.

As well as being a very robust design 
the guys at Fox have also thought about 
aftersales maintenance. The side plate is 
easily and quickly removed for a once-a-
year clean down and lubricate. 

A rather unique feature found on all 
of these reels is the Replaceable Slider 
System (RSS), this patented feature 
means the low friction sacrificial sliders 
can be replaced as soon and as often 
as you want. Other reels suffer from 
severe slop in spool rotation over 
time. By replacing the sliders 
in your Diablo you can 
keep your reel running 
as well as it did out of 
the box, which means 
you can continue to 
enjoy instantaneous 
drag pick up and 
ultimately, your reel 
for longer. 

         

RRP £119.99 
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          INFO
For more details on this kit and the 
complete range, visit:
8www.foxsportfishing.com
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